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iesults in calling attention to points in our field hospital
organisation which may be improved, with advantage alike
to the soldier and to the Medical Department.

THOSE who look back on the Dublin Dissectors and

works of a like kind as the guides of their student

days must be disposed to envy the present generation
the many excellent text-books which the enterprise of

publi&bgr;hets has provided to meet the requirements of exa-
miners, and the growing demands of science. The first

step was taken some years ago, and the profession is indebted
to the enterprise of Messrs. CHURCHILL and Messrs. REN-
SHAW for the earliest series of manuals written in a

systematic form, abundantly illustrated and issued at a

fairly cheap price. Of these we may call to mind WILSON’S

"Anatomist’s Vade-Mecum," DRUITT’S "Surgeon’s Vade-
Me3um,"TAYLOR’s "Medical Jurisprudence," CARPENTER’S

"Physiology," JONES and SIEVEKING’S "Pathology," and
FowNES’ "Chemistry," some of which survive to this day,
but in a greatly extended form. Admirable as these text-

books were, they scarcely, in the form they were first

brought out, met the requirements of students preparing for
the higher examinations, and so a demand arose for works
like QUAIN and SHARPEY’S "Anatomy," TODD and Bow-
MAN’S "Physiology," ERICHSEN’S "Surgery," and WAT-
SON’S " Principles and Practice of Physic," though we ought
hardly to venture to class the latter as a text-book. The

tendency at the present time, however, is not so much

towards the production of medium-sized manuals such as
those originated by CHURCHILL and RENSHAW, or even to
more solid works like those above mentioned, though
FOSTER’S "Physiology," and GAMGEE’S "Animal Che.

mhtry" are exceptions, as towards specialising the larger
subjects and dividing them into a series of special studies.
Thus physiology is divided into histology, physiological
chemistry, physical physiology, and general physiology;
whilst both medicine and surgery are becoming more and
more the subjects of special treatises. The immediate cause

of this is the very great extension of our knowledge in

every department, and the number of new subjects that
are constantly coming to the front. In physiology and in
chemistry, as well as in medicine and surgery, a work

that was not edited afresh every two years, would be

almost behind the day. This, of course, is against the

production of large and original works; for by the time
an author had read through the current literature of the day, i

and collated it with his own views, bringing every point into
h irmony, and had seen his work through the press, so

much additional knowledge would have accumulated as to
render a new edition imperative. The fact is, the Societies
and the medical journals now take the place of the older
and larger treatises in which the authors embodied the

results of their observations. And so rapid is the ad-

vance taking place on all sides, that if an author waits

to bring forward his views in a published work he finds
1’nself probably forestalled ere he sees his proofs through
the prefs. The smaller works, then, for which at the

present t .ere is an undoubted demand, supply a want which
without them would be keenly felt. It would be impossible
for the busy student, or practitioner, to wade through the
mass of contributions brought forward for discussion at the

Societies, still less to collate them satisfactorily, This is

what the present system of manuals is able to effect. By
breaking up the general subjects into special groups the
amount to be treated in each individual volume is reduced,
whilst economy of space is gained by the selection of authors
who have worked in the special direction of the subject,
and who by their intimate acquaintance with the most reo
cent literature are enabled to exclude all but trustworthy
matter. Thus no great expense is involved at the outset,
and new editions can be more frequently produced. Whether
the system will influence medical education for good or for evil
it is as yet too early to form an opinion. So long as these minor
text-books are edited by the lecturers and teachers, and the
professorial teachicg of our hospital schools maintains its

present high position, they may, we think, be regarded as
very valuable aids and most useful supplements to more
solid works, but whose place they can never fill. With

regard to these, if there is no encouragement for the produc.
tion of original works of large size, it will be the more

important to keep those we have thoroughly up to the mark,
and this can only be done by careful editing and revibion
whenever a new edition is called for. This seems the more

important since some recent editions of standard educa.
tional works have appeared to us to bear evidence of want
of sufficient effort to maintain the high standard of earlier
editions, and to have lost touch with the progress of the day.

Annotations.
.. Ne quid nimi6,as

THE CHOLERA GERM.

THOSE who have followed the several reports which
Dr. Koch has made to the German Government on his
search after the "germ" of cholera will be quite prepared
to learn that in his latest, and sixth letter, dated Feb. 2nd,
he declares his conviction that the bacillus which he first
discovered in Egypt is entitled to be considered a specific
and essential element in the disease. In this latest report
he enters into fuller detail than hitherto upon the characters
of the microphytes, and enunciates the reasons which have
led him to the above conclusion. The shape of the bacillus
is peculiar ; it is not a straight rod, but is slightly curved
like a comma; it is very mobile, and occurs in colonies of
wavy masses. In gelatine it forms characteristic colonies,
and causes, like so many of these organisms, liquefaction
of the medium. The research included the examination
of twenty-two cholera cadavers, and seventeen cholera

patients, and in all cases this special bacillus was found
in the intestine and in the rice-water stools. A set of
"control researches" in cases of diarrhoea, dysentery, and
arsenic poisoning-that is to say, under conditions of in.
testinal derangement most allied to that of cholera-failed
to detect the bacillus. That the bacillus is not a mere
concomitant of the disease, or a normal inhabitant ex.
cited to further development under the influence of cholera,
was shown by the fact that in the early stages of the
attack, when the evacuations are still faecal, very few of
these bacilli occur ; but that as the stools become more

watery, the bacilli are met with in abundance. They
never occurred in the stomach, and were only twice found in
vomited matters which, from their alkaline reaction, were
obviously of intestinal origin. When, as often happens,
death occurs in the reaction stage, the bacilli are found, not
in the contents of the bowel, but within the mucous mein-
brane and tubular glands-a fact which it will be remembered
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was one of the earliest fruits of the research in Egypt. Dr.
Koch points out that in every respect these bacilli conform
to the behaviour of other pathogenic bacteria. The failure,
after repeated efforts, to inoculate lower animals with
these bacilli is not considered by Koch as detracting from
the value of the discovery. He adduces the instances cf

typhoid fever and leprosy, in which characteristic micrc-

organisms have been found, as examples of the same failure.
Even this defect seems to have been removed, if we may
credit the telegram from India this week reporting the suc-
cessful experiment of Dr. Vincent Richards of Goalundo. It
has been stated on the authority of the Calcutta Englishman
that Dr. Richards has succeeded in inoculating a pig with
these bacilli, and thereby reproduced the disease in this

animal. Dr. Koch further relates some remarkable facts as
to the multiplication of the cholera bacilli outside the human
body-e.g., in damp soiled linen; and the rapid manner in
which they can be destroyed by drying. The importance of
such an observation in prophylaxis is evident ; equally impor-
tant is the fact that they perish in very slightly acid fluids,
only flourishing in alkaline ; the inference being that they are
liable to be destroyed in the healthy stomach, but that
they may pass through uninjured when the gastric
secretion is deranged. At the same time there may,
he thinks, be conditions of the bacillus itself analogous
to the "resting state" of other bacteria, which may
enable them to escape the action of the gastric juice;
but this, as well as the possibility of their persistence as
spores for lengthened periods outside the body, require
further research. No doubt the German Government will

comply with Dr. Koch’s request that he be allowed to

continue his research in India during next winter. The

inquiry has been so fruitful hitherto that we may look for
its further development as likely to throw still more light
upon the mode of origin and spread of cholera.

A DISPUTE BETWEEN MEDICAL PARTNERS._ _ I  i
THE late partners of Dr. Carpenter of Croydon have sought

the assistance of the Court of Queen’s Bench in a matter in
dispute between them and Dr. Carpenter. In May, 1877,
an agreement was entered into between them, one clause of
which ran as follows :-" That in consideration of the pay-
ment by the plaintiffs of certain sums agreed upon, the
defendant should not, from or after January lst, 1883,
practise as a surgeon or general medical practitioner in

Croydon, or within six miles of the Town-hall there, but
that the defendant should be at liberty to advise the patients
attending upon him at his residence in Croydon, and to act
as ’a consulting physician.’" It was shown by the plaintiffs,
Drs. Whitling and Lanchester, and was not denied by
Dr. Carpenter, that he had visited patients at their own
houses unaccompanied by any other medical man. On

being remonstrated with for this by his partners, Dr. Car-
penter said in a letter, it was perfectly understood that I
intended to practise as a physician when I retired from

partnership." The partners considered Dr. Carpenter not
to be acting as a physician in seeing patients alone at their
residences within the district specified, and they sought to ’I
restrain him from doing so in future. Various witnesses
were examined on the meaning of the expression " consulting
physician." Those for the plaintiffs, Dr. Wilson Fox,
Dr. Andrew, and Dr. Gee, maintained that, according
to usual professional understanding, a physician became
a consulting physician only when he saw a patient in

compmy with another medical man. The physicians
examined for the defence, Dr. Allchin and Dr. Moore,
maintained" "that a consulting physician meant a physician
who was consulted by anyone." Dr. Carpenter’s view of his
n w position had been expressed in a circular to his own
patients at the time of the dissolution of partnership in a

way very favourable to the case of the plaintiffs. He said,
"I shall only visit cases at their own residences, when
residing in the Croydon district, in consultation with other
medical men, such being the engagement entered into with
my late partners, and in the future my position will be
that of a consulting physician, and not that of a family
attendant." This written statement was very much to the

point of the case for the plaintiffs, and the judge interrupted
the examination of Dr. Lanchester to say, " There could be
no doubt that consulting physician meant consulting with
another physician." After a discussion it was agreed that
judgment should be entered for the plaintiffs for ;E50, the
defendant undertaking to carry out the terms of the circular
which he had issued to his patients. We entirely concur in
the justice of this decision. We fear that strictly consulting
physicians who never see a patient but in consultation with
another physician or practitioner are very rare, but in the
very nature of this case, aud by his own showing, the
defendant was meant to be restricted from seeing patients at
their own houses save in association with other medical men.

CRIMINAL ABORTION.

AT the Central Criminal Court on March 19th Emanuel
Truman (seventy-five), described as a labourer, and Thirza
Eliza Truman (forty-five), his wife, were found guilty of
manslaughter and sentenced respectively to fifteen and
twelve years’ penal servitude. The evidence showed that
the prisoners bad "by the administration of poisonous drugs
and by other unlawful means" procured abortion on Eliza
Ann West, a single woman. They were charged with the
offence of wilful murder, but the jury taking a merciful
view of the case returned a verdict of manslaughter only.
Before sentence was passed it was stated on behalf of the
prosecutor that there was reason to believe the convicts had
been engaged in practices of this description for a consider-
able time. It is not our purpose to discuss the question of
the adequacy of the punishment in this particular case.

Considering the age of the man Truman, a sentence of fifteen
years’ penal servitude is practically equivalent to life-long
confinement. Undoubtedly, he was the greater culprit of
the two. Where husband and wife are jointly charged with
the commission of a crime the law has generally recognised
the greater responsibility of the former. Here the male

prisoner was nearly double the age of his accomplice, and on
other grounds his criminality was greater than hers, inasmuch
as he represented himself as possessing professional quali-
fications, and thus held out a strong inducement to women
who, like the deceased, find their particular infirmity a
moral disgrace and a physical burden. It is curious to note
how extensive is the sliding scale by which the guilt
of criminal abortionists is measured. Quite recently,
at the Liverpool Assizes, Mr. Justice Butt sentenced to
death two persons convicted of having compassed the
death of a young woman by procuring abortion upon her.
The elder of these two convicts, Sarah Mallinson (fifty),
actually committed the offence ; the younger, Samuel
Smart, twenty-eight, being an accessory before the fact.

Thus, while in the Liverpool case there was a death

sentence, afterwards commuted to penal servitude for life,
the woman Truman at the Central Criminal Court escaped
with twelve years. What we contend for is something like
consistency in meting out the punishment which can scarcely
be too severe if it is to deter others from embarking upon such
a wicked and dangerous enterprise as that under considera-
tion. We need not say that it is the bounden duty of medical
men to use all the means in their power to aid justice in
the detection and exposure of a practice which it is to be
feared is far more common than is generally supposed.
It was with regret that we read the evidence of Mr.
Estcourt given at the Liverpool trial. He may have erred
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from negligence only when he failed to communicate to the
police the nature of the illness upon which he was consulted.
It could not have been from ignorance, since he admitted
that he knew " it was a felony to procure an abortion by
drugs or instruments." The case was totally different from
that which culminated in the suicide of the late Mr.
Haffenden, for even if a medical practitioner is known to
have procured abortion, the presumption is that it was done
in the legal exercise of his calling ; and the strongest
evidence should be forthcoming before he is made answerable
for his action, or, peradventure, the death of his patient.

INSPECTION OF LUNATIC ASYLUMS.

ATTENTION has been once more directed to the farcical
nature of the visits of inspection paid by Commissioners in
Lunacy to asylums, and the utterly groundless nature of
the too prevalent belief that the insane are thereby protected.
The Commissioners in Lunacy are inspectors of asylum
buildinbs, asylum furniture, and asylum discipline. How far
the performance of their functions under these specialities
of work are carried out may be gathered from the con-
dition of madhouses as regard their safety and the escape
of their inmates in case of fire, and their internal arrange-
ments and domestic discipline generally. We do not
for a moment mean to imply that the gentlemen holding
the office of Commissioners in Lunacy at the present
time are not up to their work, or that they do not fulfil
the requirements made of them with zeal and intelligence.
We believe that the Board as constituted, from its revered
chairman to its respected secretary, is, as regards thepe?-so?tnel,
all that could be wished. The men are good, but the official
machinery is deplorably deficient, and the whole system is
wrong. No attempt is, or can be, made to render the
visitation of the insane individual in its aim or cha-
racter. The Lord Chancellor’s visitors do visit the patients
under their care, and EO far as regards the organisa-
tion of the office of " Chancery visitors " is concerned, the
arrangements are respectable. At Whitehall, however, there
is practically nothing, cannot possibly be anything, in the
shape of protection for the insane. The notion that the Com-

missioners in Lunacy inspect " madhouses," in so far as by
that inspection is understood the supervision of the inmates
of asylums, has no foundation in fact. The Commissioners
see that certain entries in certificates, in journals and in
returns, are formally made, and they "tick off" a certain
number of names in books, but that is all, and that all
amounts to nothing. -

THE INDIAN SALT TAX.

THE fact that, since the reduction and equalisation of
this tax in India., the consumption of salt has increased
10 per cent. is a very important one. This tax, next to,
if not equally with, that on opium, is the chief source
of revenue of our Indian Empire. Both the salt tax
and the income derived from the opium trade must,
however, be regarded as immoral sources of revenue.

From the latter we receive emolument by the supply
of a deleterious drug; from the former we derive a large
revenue by the heavy taxation of a prime necessary of
life-indeed of an essential physiological factor for healthy
life. In tropical regions, as has been repeatedly demonstrated,
diseases associated with, if not absolutely originating from,
the introduction of organisms into the body are exceedingly
r’tfe. It has been recently stated that the bacillus of
cholera has been discovered in a tank at Calcutta; and it
has been abundantly proved that the filaria sanguinis
ho,minis is introduced into the circulation through the
stomach from the ingestion of water ; whilst the carbun-
cular affections, of which the Delhi boil is a type, are gene-

rally supposed to result from the introduction of micro.

orgabistns. Now, the abundant use of common salt has
been shown to be a most efficient prophylactic against
the development of intestinal parasites. Sheep which have
free access to salt rarely, if ever, become victims to the

fluke, although the parasite from which it is developed may
abound in their pastures, as is shown by the fact that
other sheep which have not had access to salt develop
the disease if they graze in the same field. But, besides its
effect in checking parasitic disease, common salt is required
not only to supply the blood with a neutral salt, but also for
many other physiological purposes too well known to need
stating here. The necessity for the use of salt is more impera.
tive with a vegetable than with an animal dietary, since the
former contains less of this element than the latter. Mns-
cular tissue contains nearly sufficient chloride of sodium to
meet the requirements of the body-at least, only a slight
addition is called for; but with a vegetable diet, especially
rice, the quantity to be supplemented is considerable. As
the diet of the Hindoo is almost entirely farinaceous and
vegetable, it is a cruel injustice to impose a tax that renders
a physiological necessary a high-priced luxury. It may be
too much to expect the Government at once to abandon a
source of revenue which yields so large a return, but it is
not too much to ask that a considerable reduction should be
made. The fact that the consumption of salt should have
increased 10 per cent. since the last adjustment shows that
it is not at all improbable that a further reduction of the
salt tax would lead again to an increased consumption, and
thus no loss to the revenue would be incurred,

CREMATION AND BURIAL

THE disposal of the dead by burial, notwithstanding that
it has held its place among the customs of Christendom for
so long a period, is one which becomes increasingly open to
question as the growth and concentration of communities
become more apparent. If we look at the matter in its

purely material aspect, it is clear that the noxious effects of
decomposition are much less decisively obviated by this
method than by the more rapid though ultimately similar
process of cremation. The destiny of all vital substances,
after they die, is to return to their chemical starting-point,
and become the elemental components of the air, earth, and
water, which yield the sustenance of other forms of life. If
we bury them, we prolong the change ; if we burn them, we
hasten or anticipate it; but after a time the result in both
cases is the same. It is well known that the transformation

by the former means has its risks. Before now, cemeteries
have been found to contaminate air and soil-water, to the
serious harm of persons living in their neighbourhood. All
such risks would be avoided by the practice of burning the
dead. Hygiene therefore would decide in favour of the
latter process. The great objection to the adoption of

cremation, as we stated in our issue of the 15th inst., is
that it completely destroys all vestiges of vegetable, volatile,
or free acid poison, and equally of other signs of criminal
procedure. To obviate this disadvantage, a coroner’s inquest,
with analyses and other scientific aids, would be necessary
in each instance, and this implies a considerable expendi-
ture, which must be weighed against the cost of burial. It
seems to us, therefore, that for a long time to come only the
rich will have an option as to whether earth or fire shall
receive their remains. Sentiment must be allowed some
range in a question of this kind. No doubt it has already
yielded much to necessity in respect of the present custom.
The first inhumation, and even more, the first sea burial,
mmt have strongly stirred the feelings of the mourners,
apart from the mere separation by death. Time has done
much to lessen the original recoil, and association has
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hallowed the established practice with a mournful beauty.
In our day the repugnance is revived in regard to cremation,
aad as time goes on the question between the two methods
is likely to recur, and perhaps it is not unreasonable to ask
ourselves if, after all, it makes any real difference to us,
physically or morally, whether the ultimate state of our
bodies be one of dust or of ashes.

NURSING IN THE NAVY.

IN his speech on bringing forward the Navy Estimates, in
the House of Commons, Mr. Campbell-Bannerman intimated
the intention of the Admiralty to introduce some important
alterations in the organisation of the nursing arrangements
afloat and in hospitals. The system of employing as nurses
men who had received no previous training, and of whose
competence there was no practical guarantee, had been
found very unsatisfactory, and the question of the best mode
of improving this service was referred to a committee pre-
sided over by Admiral Hoskins. The report of this com-
mittee has been made, and is to ba laid on the table of
the House. In accordance with its recommendations, the
Admiralty proposes to orgauise a trained sick berth staff, to
replace the present male civilian nurses. This is to be
recruited, as far as possible, from the boys of the Greenwich
Hospital School. After they have passed through the usual
training in seamanship in the training-ships, those selected
for the purpose&mdash;and, we presume, willing to volunteer for
such duty-are to be sent to Haslar Hospital for special
instruction in nursing, and, if foundafit, are then to receive
their ratings as sick berth attendants. Promotion to higher
ratings and increase of pay are to depend upon examination
and good character, and the necessary measures will be taken
to secure to them a fair share of home and foreign service in
ships and hospitals. If this part of the new organisation is
to be a success, it will require the exercise of great care in
the selection of the boys, and their subsequent supervision
during the period of training ; but it is at least an experi-
ment worth making. The difference between trained and
untrained nurses involves serious results to the sick, and
the practical working of the system therefore deserves the
most watchful attention. With regard to the hospitals, it is
intended to introduce a staff of trained lady nurses to super-
intend the nursing duties and the instruction of the boys on
their first appointment. The success attending the employ-
ment of lady nurses for similar duties at Netley has been
such as fully to justify its introduction into the naval hos-
pitals. The adoption of the new system must of course be
a matter of time, and we sincerely trust that it may be
carried out with care and sound judgment, and under
such well-considered regulations as may effectually prevent
the failure of a change. which seems to promise so well for
the comfort of the sick and the efficiency of the hospital
service. 

PRESCRIBING DRUGGISTS,

INQUESTS were held last week by the Leeds Borough
coroner on the bodies of two children, aged four years, who
died without having had proper medical advice. In each
case a chemist had been consulted. In one, aconite was
precribed and dispensed merely on the description of the
malady given by the mother of the deceased. Shortly before
the death of the child a qualified surgeon was called in, and
he at once diagnosed "dropsy." Very properly he refused
to give a certificate as to the cause of death, and equally
properly the coroner ordered a post-mortem examination and
an inquest. The jury returned a verdict in accordance
with the medical evidence : "Urpemic poisoning from con-
gestion of the kidneys, the result of scarlet fever." If
we are correctly informed, the circumstances brought to

light in the second case were even worse. Another chemist
attended the child throughout its fatal illness, and he

actually presented a death-certificate to the district regis-
trar with the remark, "Do you decline to accept this
certificate ?" The reason for his putting such a question is
very obvious. Had the certificate been registered in the
usual way, without an intimation of its worthless nature, the
person who signed it would have laid himself open to a
criminal information. We regret that an autopsy was not
considered necessary, since it is quite possible that the
child succumbed to diphtheria. Moreover, as no medical
opinion was taken, the testimony of the chemist received to
some extent the approval of the coroner’s court. We have
over and over again exposed the mischief and danger of such
a practice as that illustrated by the foregoing cases. Unfor-

tunately at present the offence is only an infringement of
the civil law, and legal proceedings are left to apathetic
licensing bodies and individual practitioners.

NATIONAL HOSPiTAL FOR THE PARALYSED
AND EPILEPTIC.

TWENTY-FIVE years ago, after a public meeting held in
the City to promote the foundation of this hospital, the
following remarks were made by THE LANCET:&mdash;" Ooce
founded, the first thing to claim attention will be the measure
of utility characteristic of its career. That result will

entirely depend on the selection of its medical officers ; if

they are well chosen, nothing but benefit can occur from
the working of such an institution." Last week an in-
fluential meeting, presided over by the Lord Mayor, was
held at the Mansion House in aid of the rebuilding fund of
&pound; 16,000 still required for this national institution in Queen-
square, Bloomsbury. Amongst others who addressed the
meeting were Mr. Marshall, President of the Royal College
of Surgeons, and Sir Risdon Bennett, late President of the
Royal College of Physicians, who proposed and seconded a
resolution to the following effect :- " That the work carried
on during the past twenty-four years by the National Hos-
pital for the Paralysed and Epileptic has been eminently
valuable, alike in its relief of suffering among the poor in all
parts of the kingdom, and in its relation to medical science." 
Each of these gentlemen (representing the two sides of the
profession) bore testimony to the excellent work which has
been done by the medical staff of the hospital, and inciden-
tally therefore confirmed the opinion which we long ago
expressed. For the hospital has been a success ; of that
there can be no doubt. So far as our experience goes, we
have heard nothing but good of it. It has met a great want,
and steering clear, as it has always done, of the sinister in-
fluences which are so apt to beset special hospitals, it has

 established itself firmly in the esteem of the profession. The
new building is now rapidly rising, and promises to be a
very complete example of hospital fitness. It is much to be

hoped, both for the sake of the sick and for the cause of
medical science, that its completion will not be delayed on
account of deficiency of funds.

THE ALLEGED OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA IN
, DUBLIN.

THE rumour which within the last few days prevailed in
Dublin that several deaths from cholera had occurred

among the Scots Guards in the Richmond Barracks,
Dublin, is, we are glad to say, unfounded. Two deaths
took place on the 18th and 19th inst., but both were due
to pulmonary disease ; and we have it on the authority of
Surgeon-Major Baker, who is in charge, that neither cholera
nor any epidemic has broken out among the troops stationed
there.
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- EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY FESTIVAL.

THE preparations for the tercentenary festival appear to
be progressing satisfactorily. It is to extend over four days,
from Tuesday, the 15th, to Friday, the 18th of April. It will in-
clude receptions by the municipal authorities, by the Dean and
Faculty of Advocateq, by the Iloyal Medical Society, and
by the President and Council of the Royal Scottish Academy.
The Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons will enter-
tain a select number of the members, by invitation, at
luncheon and breakfast. The students are to get up a torch-
light procession, a dramatic entertainment in the theatre,
and a symposium in the Drill-hall. There will be a com-
memoration service in St. Giles’s Cathedral (recently restored
by the late Dr. Wm. Chambers), a coversazione in the hall
of the University Library, an organ recital by Professor Sir
Herbert Oakeley, and a conceit under the auspices of the
University Musical Society. The principal day will be
Thursday, the 17tb, when the tercentenary ceremonial
will take place, including the reception of delegates from
universities and other learned bodies, the conferring of

honorary degrees in Divinity and Laws, and an address by
the Chancellor of the University; in the evening there will
be a banquet in the Drill-hall. We have no doubt that
efforts will be made to render the whole affair worthy of
the occasion, and that Edinburgh will not fail to give a
cordial reception to the graduates of her celebrated Uni-
versity, and to the strangers who may assemble to join them
in doing honour to their alma mater.

WOMEN DOCTORS FOR WOMEN.

NOTHING that has ever been urged in these columns

against the pretensions of women to engage in the study
and practice of medicine can be held to apply to the case of
those countries in which women are as a sex secluded or so
far kept apart that men may not minister to their needs in
the matter of medical treatment. It is no part of our
business to criticise the domestic policy which enforces this
separation of the sexes. There is much to be said in its

favour, and so far as the best interests of society and the
scientific and social success of the profession of medicine are
concerned, it might be well if separation-if not seclusion-
were the custom of European communities. Meanwhile, the
perils which beset male practitioners in their professional
relations with the opposite sex are too many and too great
to leave any room for deep or lasting regret if the
women of Western Europe were henceforth to be attended
by practitioners of their own sex. We do not think they
would be as well cared for as they are now, and we are
of opinion that emergencies must, from time to time,
arise in which medical men would be required to inter-
pose ; but for many of the maladies peculiar to the sex
the services of female practitioners might suffice. It

must, however, be understood that the necessity - if
need should ever exist - for this concession will arise

solely from the ingratitude which women seem inclined
to show for the endeavour which the medical profession
as at present constituted has made to help them, and
the ungracious and unjust spirit in which the sex as

a whole is disposed to regard the persecution to which
too many member of our profession have been recently
subjected. We do not think that the medical profession is
called upon to defend itself against broadcast imputations on
its honour and probity in the matter of practice among
women. We regret that any medical man should deem it
worth his while to offer an apology for his sex in this regard,
or to put in any claim for a continuance of confidence. The
medical profession has a clear conscience in this matter, and
neither the gynaecologists as a special class nor the general
practitioners of this country as a body have the least occasion

to say one word to make good their position, or to urge a
single argument in support of their claim to respect and
trust in their social or professional relations with the

opposite sex. If women desire to be attended by women,
by all means let it be so. All we ask is that these

persons may be taught in schools and classes reserved for
them, and that in the practice of their art they do not-as in
a recent prominent case-interfere in the treatment of men,

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH EXHIBITION.

THE Executive Council have assigned a large room to be
used as a reading-room and library in connexion with this
Exhibition. Authors, publishers, and others are invited to
send copies of works on subjects embraced in either of the
two divisions of the exhibition-Health and Education.
Works dealing with vital statistics; injurious trader and
national regulations affecting such trades; reports and regu.
lations on public health of national and central authorities
(i. e., excluding merely municipal regulations and report);
reports, statistics, and other matters on education-are
specially desired by the Executive Council. It is hoped
that not only Great Britain, but also India, the Continent,
and America, will join in the collection of books. Current
numbers of periodicals would also be welcomed for the

reading-room table. The books received will be classified
and catalogued, and made available for use in the reading-
room and library by the public visiting the Exhibition. A

catalogue will also be printed for circulation. All packages
containing books should be forwarded, carriage paid, to
the Secretary of the Library Committee, Royal Albert

Hall, W. The Executive Council cannot hold themselves

responsible for any loss or damage to books sent in by
exhibitors, but a reference to the regulations will show that
every precaution has been taken.

HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN.

AN eloquent appeal to the public was made by Sir William
Gull on Wednesday night last in behalf of the funds of this
hospital. The occasion was the anniversary festival of the
charity, held at Willis’s Rooms, St. James’s. In proposing
the toast of the evening, Sir William Gull dwelt in forcibJe
terms on the wants of the institution. There appeared to be
want of funds for the maintenance of the present state of
affairs, and also for the completion of the building as

originally designed. If the erection were finished, eighty
more beds would be added to the present 120, the cost of
administration would be lessened, accommodation for the
working staff would be more complete, and separate wards
would be provided for the treatment of diphtheria and

whooping-congb. The great need which existed for a

complete set of baths was also fully demonstrated.

SALICYLIC ACID IN WINE.

THE Syndicate of the Bordeaux wine merchants has fonght
in the various law courts of France to maintain the tight of
preserving wine by the aid of salicylic acid. Though the
Consulting Committee of Hygiene for France has condemned
this practice, the wine merchants’ syndicate has been bold
enough to petition the French Chambers on the subject.
The ttibunals have convicted and sentenced severely persocs
proved guilty of introducing salicylic acid in wine; but the
Court of Appeal of Bordeaux, yielding to local influence,
sanctioned the practice. The matter was therefore referred,
for final decision, to the Cour de Cassation at Pa.ri’,
and the sentence pronounced laid down the principle that,
though salicylic acid when used in certain proportions was
not likely to injure any alimentary sub:ta,nce, nevertheless
the sale of any wine or food containing even the smallest
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quantity of this acid must be rigorously forbidden. The

reason for this very necessary injunction is easily understood.
Wine, especially, changes hands so frequently that it would
be impossible to check the amount of salicylic acid intro-
duced if the use of any quantity whatsoever was allowed.
The ravages caused by the phylloxera have rendered the
admixture of Spanish and Italian wines with the French
wines a matter of absolute necessity. But the former wines
contain so large a proportion of sugar that when they reach
the consumer and are exposed to the heat of apartments,
&c., a second fermentation is likely to set in. To prevent
this, antiseptics, and especially salicylic acid, have been used
in such large quantities, that Dr. Brouardel detected as

much as one gramme in a litre of wine. These facts are
of almost as great interest on this as on the other side of the
Channel; for, now that;the Court of Final Appeal has ren-
dered the sale of wines containing salicylic acid a penal
offence in France, it is more than probable that these
wines will be sent over to England.

THE WOUNDED IN EGYPT.

OUR special correspondent at Suez gives interesting de-
tails of the arrangements carried out for the care of
the wounded in the recent engagements in the Soudan.
A hospital, consisting of ten marquees and a perma-
nent building, had been prepared for their reception at
Suez. On March 9th the J2cnzna arrived in the docks at
Suez with the sick and wounded on board. A special train
was in readiness to convey them to the hospital, a distance
of about three miles, third-class carriages being employed
from which the seats had been removed, and in which trusses
of hay had been arranged to support the stretchers-a mode
of transport found to work very satisfactorily in the Egyptian
campaign. The men were sent up in two divisions, the

slighter cases being despatched first and all the bad cases
afterwards. They were immediately told off to their wards,
and everything necessary in the way of diet was at once
given them. There were very few gunshot wounds,
most of them being from spears and swords, and some
of a very formidable character. The necessary operations
were performed, the wounds being dressed with strict
attention to Listerism, and the results are stated to have
been so far most satisfactory. The work has been severe

upon the medical officers and nurses, and has been done

zealously, efficiently, and with right good will. We trust
that when the service is over the labours of the staff at the
Suez Hospital will not be ignored or forgotten. The cases of
General Baker and Colonel Burnaby are both reported to be
progressing favourably. -

DEATH FROM STRYCHNIA POISONING.

AN adjourned inquest on the body of a girl named
Hannah Head was held at Warsop on March 18tb, before
Dr. Housley, the district coroner. The following facts were
sworn to. Some strychnia had been obtained from a
chemist’s on more than one occasion by the stepmother of
the deceased, for the purpose, as she alleged, of destroying
rats. Shortly before her death the deceased was told by
her father to get some Epsom salts. These were sold to her
in a packet with the vendor’s name printed on the label.
After taking some of the salts the girl showed symptoms of
tetanic spasm, which ended in her death. An analysis of
the stomach and its contents, and of the remainder of the
salts, revealed the presence of strychnia, and in sufficient
quantity to account for death. The life of the deceased was
insured by her parents. The chemist deposed that there
was no strychnia in the salts at the time the latter were 
purchased from him. If this statement can be relied upon, 
it shows that the two must have been mixed at the home of

the deceased, where the packet was opened, but whether
from accident or design no evidence was forthcoming.
It would be illogical to read some points in this case by the
light of recent events alone ; thus it does not follow that,
because an insurance had been effected on the life of the

deceased, and that she died from strychnia poisoning, there
is necessarily any causal relationship between the two facts.
At most they only suggest a possible motive. It is of the

highest importance that an analysis should be made of
some salts taken from the same source as that from which
the deceased obtained the packet. The jury returned an
open verdict. -

THE WESTMINSTER WORKHOUSE.

WE are pleased to be able to announce that there seems
good ground for hoping that fresh blood may speedily be
imported into the Board of Guardians of the Westminster
Union, the management of the workhouse of which has been
frequently of late the subject of severe and just criticism.
From the documents transmitted to us we learn that in
St. Anne’s, Soho, one of the parishes of the union, the
candidates who have come forward have been nominated by
the clergy of all denominations, the leading ratepayers, and
others; whilst in St. James’s we perceive that the list of
nominators includes the Bishop of London, the Marquis of
Waterford, the Marquis of Bristol, Earl Cowper, Sir Stafford
Northcote, Sir W. Bowman, Baron Henry de Worms, and
a crowd of other political notabilities resident in St. James’s,
as well as several leading firms. We sincerely trust that
this effort in the interests of the poor and afflicted will meet
with success.. 

___

DIVING IN BATHS.

WHY will bathers in shallow baths try to dive ? Surely
it must be obvious to the most unreflecting mind that no
man can measure his distance in plunging so accurately as
to do away with the risk of striking the bottom. The

buoyancy or resistance of the water is not great, and its
depth is not t) be judged by appearance as seen from the
surface. Too much allowance is made for the effect of
refraction. Plunging and diving ought to be wholly inter-
dicted. The managers of baths render themselves responsible
for the accidents that occur by providing boards for the very
purpose of diving when the act cannot be performed without
danger. This is a matter that should have attention. Of
course these remarks do not apply to the case of blind or
nearly blind men diving. Obviously such a perilous pro-
ceeding ought never to be permitted. Our observations are
based on the danger which prevails in connexion with a large
proportion of swimming-baths throughout the country.

A FRENCH MEDICAL BILL.

M. CHEVANDIER has submitted to the French Chambers
a project of law to control more effectively the right of

practising medicine in France. This matter, however,
seemed of so technical a nature that the Assembly would
not venture to pronounce any decision without being first

enlightened by the report of a special commission. This
commission has accordingly been constituted, withM. Joubert
as president and M. Fr&eacute;ry as vice-president. Already some
sittings have been held, and the commission seems fairly
unanimous on the points at issue. It is generally agreed
that no one should be allowed to practise who has not
acquired the degree of doctor in medicine, and that severe
penalties should be enforced against the illegal exercise of
medicine. This alone does not, however, satisfy the c on-
mission ; a strong desire is manifested to strengthen the
law against quack remedies, &c. Even the question of
pilgrimages has been studied, and the position of the excur.
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sionists to the shrine of Notre Dame de Lourdes may
become seriously comprised. On all these matters the
commission has worked in harmony with the Association
G&eacute;n&eacute;rale des M&eacute;decins de France. Now that the doctors
agree, the question remains as to whether the deputies will
be equally fortunate. 

-

THE GERMAN MEDICAL CONGRESS.

THE full programme of the approaching Medical Congress
at Berlin has been issued by the committee, consisting of
Dr. Gerhardt (Wiirzburg), Leyden (Berlin), v. Liebermeister
(Tiibingeii), Marklin (Wiesbaden), and Pfeiffer (Wiesbaden),
the last named being the secretary. On the evening of the
20th of April a reception will take place at the Kaiserhof
Hotel. At 10 A.M. on the 21st the first meeting will be held
in the large hall of the Architectenhaus (Wilhelmstrasse 92),
when Dr. Frerichs, the president, will deliver his opening
address. We have already mentioned the titles of the dis-
etissions and of most of the papers to be read. On Wednes-

day, the 23rd, a dinner in honour of Professor Frerichs will
be given at the Kaiserhof ; and at the final general meeting
on the 24th the subjects to be discussed at the next annual
gathering and the place of meeting will be arranged. Arrange-
ments have been made for the reception of guests and for
visits to public institutions, &c., during the week.

IN the report of the examination made by Colonel Sir
Francis Bolton, C.E., of the water supplied by the several
metropolitan water companies during the month of February,
it is stated that during the early part of the month the
Thames was at high flood, and consequently the water sup-
plied from this river by some of the companies contained a
very large proportion of organic matter. The water drawn
from the Lea and distributed by the New River and East
London Companies contained less organic matter than any
of the Thames waters, and but slightly differed from the
samples of the previous month. All the waters were clear
and transparent, with the exception of those of the South-
wark and West Middlesex Companies, which were slightly
turbid. 

___

MESSRS. CROOKES, ODLING, and TIDY in their report on
the composition and quality of daily samples of the water
supplied to London for the month ending February 29th,
state that all the samples examined, 175 in number, were,
without exception, clear, bright, and well filtered. The

degree of freedom from organic matter was exceptionally
high for the season of the year. ,

THE late Baroness de Rothschild has, amongst others,
made the following charitable bequests :-To the London

Hospital, 910,000; to the Evelina Hospital, &pound; 10,000; to the
West London Hospital, &pound; 3000 ; to the Clementina Hospital
at Frankfort, i3000; to the German Hospital, &pound; 2000 ; to the
Metropolitan Free Hospital, .E2000; to the Buckinghamshire
Infirmary, Aylesbury, &pound; 1000 ; to the Royal Sea-bathing In-
firmary, Margate, &pound; 1000 ; to the Hospital for Incurables,
Putney, &pound; 1000; to St. George’s Hospital, &pound; 500. For upwards
of a quarter of a century the Home for Incurables has been
carried on at the sole expense of the late Baroness, and it is
understood that her sons have decided to continue all her
benefactions as during her lifetime.

WE learn that the following gentlemen are candidates for
the Cambridge chair of Pathology, in addition to Dr. Joseph
Coats, whose name we announced in this connexion last
week :-Prof. Hamilton, of Aberdeen; Dr. Woodhead, of
Edinburgh; Dr. Roy, of the Brown Institution ; Dr.

Creighton, formerly Demonstrator of Anatomy at Cambridge.

A CARTWRIGHT medal or prize for an essay on Dental
Surgery, scientific or otherwise, has just been founded by the
Association of Surgeons practising Dental Surgery, in
honour of its president, Mr. Samuel Cartwright, F.R.C.S,
The award is to be made either biennially or triennially, and
is open for competition by registrable medical practitioners,
Subscriptions or donations will be received by Mr. Hamilton
Craigie, ] 3, Savile-row, London, W.

A MEETING of the Counc’l of Queen’s College, Cork,
was held last Monday, for the purpose of considering the
recent publicity given to the manner in which the affairs
of the institution are conducted. The proceedings were
private, but it is generally believed that the authorities
intend to ask for the appointment of a Royal Commission to
examine into the management of the College.

THE thirteenth Annual Congress of German Surgeons
meets at Berlin on April 13th to 19th, under the pre.
sidency of Professor von Langenbeck. Among the subjects
to be discussed are the following :-The Physiological Rela.
tions between the Spleen and the Thyroid Glands; Treat.
ment of Paraplegia from Pott’s Disease; the Ferment.
intoxication from Blood-cysts ; Massage.

SIR ALEXANDER MORRISON recognised the value of
incentives to good conduct on the part of asylum attendants
in Scotland. His fund for the reward of meritorious services
is extant, and has just been administered. It would be well
if a fund having the same object, and on a suitable scale,
could be established in England.

WE are glad to see signs that Mr. George Smith’s Canal
Boats Act Amendment Bill is obtaining the sympathy which
it undoubtedly deserves. The Manchester Corporation has
been considering the measure, and is likely to give it active
support. -

DR. ALLEN THOMSON, Professor of Anatomy in the
University of Glasgow from 1848 to 1877, died in London on
the 21st instant. We hope in an early number to publish an
obituary notice of this well-known scientist.

IT is stated to be not unlikely that Mr. Anderson’s Bill,
to suppress tame pigeon shooting, will be introduced into the
Upper House if an opportunity should not arise to discuss
it in the Commona. 

___

AT a conve)-sazion6 of the Calcutta Medical College on
Jan. 16th, Drs. Koch, Fischer, and Gaffky gave a demon.
stration of their method of detecting and cultivating micro.
organisms. 

-

DR. CHARLES FARRAR is, we understand, a candidate
for the office of Coroner for the Northern Division of the
Isle of Ely, rendered vacant by the death of Captain Barker,

A CASE of invagination of the small intestine occurring in
a female aged seventy-one is recorded in the France Medicale
for March 15th. 

___

THE President of the Medical Council, Dr. Acland, C.B.,
F.R.S., entertained a party of members and friends at
breakfast at Limmer’s Hotel on the 25th inst.

THE funds of the Saffron Walden Hospital have
been benefited to the extent of .e2000 by the will of the late
Mr. G. S. Gibson.


